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Abstract: Being a pastor is never easy, but it is especially challenging to be a Lutheran pastor in an American context that is so often at odds with us theologically and socially. We’ve long had tensions synodically over authority in the church, the relationship between clergy and laity, and the role of ordination. We continue to have internal debates over routes to ministry and the qualification of candidates for the office, when many other churches educate their pastors far less and expect even less of them theologically. We have uncertainties about the long-term viability of our congregations, our own livelihoods, and the unity of our church body, all while facing constant cultural headwinds on moral issues that complicate our efforts to teach the biblical faith and reach unbelievers. Taken together, that can make for a tough time to serve the church pastorally—but it may also be the perfect time to do so. Against this backdrop, how should we understand the role and responsibilities of a pastor—Scripturally and historically, in the Missouri Synod, and in this cultural moment? In these three sessions, we will look at the biblical and historical foundations for the pastoral office, the pastoral office in the theology and practice of the Missouri Synod, and the practical challenges and opportunities of pastoral ministry today.

Session 1: Biblical and Historical Foundations for the Pastoral Office (Thursday, 8:30-9:45)
This session will examine the primary biblical texts that institute and describe the office and responsibilities of a pastor, and how Luther and subsequent Lutherans understood those texts and applied them during the Reformation and in the Lutheran Confessions.

Session 2: The Pastoral Office in the Missouri Synod (Thursday, 10:15-11:30)
This session will examine the Missouri Synod’s understanding of the pastoral office, how it emerged in the context of 19th century debates over the ministry, how we have talked about it in a variety of statements and document), and what that means for us as pastors, our congregations, and our church body’s life together.

Session 3: The Practice of Pastoral Ministry in the American Context (Friday, 10:00-11:15)
This session will feature discussion of some common challenges we face today, including the tension between occupation and vocation, preaching in a distracted culture with a decreasing attention span, competition within the American religious marketplace, the exercise of the keys and church discipline with such permeable denominational boundaries, and the new frontier of digital technology in the church and in society, along with how those challenges can become unique opportunities using the historical and theological resources of Lutheranism. 





