Preaching Resource Sheet for Pastors
Utah Mission Sunday — July 12, 2026
Proper 10 / Seventh Sunday after Pentecost — Three-Year Series A
Lectionary Readings
	Reading Type
	Text
	Key Emphasis

	Old Testament
	Isaiah 55:10–13
	The Word that does not return empty

	Psalm
	Psalm 65:(1–8), 9–13
	God’s provision and blessing

	Epistle
	Romans 8:12–17
	The Spirit of adoption as children of God

	Holy Gospel
	Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23
	The Parable of the Sower


Suggested Theme: The Word That Does Not Return Empty
Mission Emphasis
Utah Mission Sunday’s focus beautifully matches the missional heart of these readings.
Each text reminds us that:
· God sends His Word to all nations.
· Christ sows the seeds of faith generously.
· The Holy Spirit makes us children of God.
· The Lord Himself brings forth fruit according to His promise.
Central Homiletical Thought
The mission of the Church does not begin with human strength, plans, or success.
 It begins with the Lord who sends His Word—a Word that is living, powerful, and purposeful.

That Word:
· Creates faith
· Strengthens the Church
· Bears fruit
Utah Mission Sunday reminds us that our brothers and sisters in Utah share the same mission, Word, Gospel, and confession of Christ crucified and risen.
Exegesis and Mission Connections
Isaiah 55:10–13 — "My Word… shall not return to Me empty"
God’s Word is like rain and snow—alive, active, and fruitful. It does what God sends it to do.
Mission Connection: Mission confidence rests not in human ability or strategy but in the Word of Christ. The Church speaks because God has spoken.
Preaching Insight: Difficult “soil” is not unique to Utah. Every mission field—including our own—depends not on the soil’s quality but on God’s promise:
“My Word shall not return empty.”
Key Line: We support mission work not because we guarantee results, but because we trust the Lord who sends His Word.
Psalm 65:(1–8) 9–13 — "You visit the earth and water it"
This psalm echoes Isaiah’s imagery: God waters, enriches, and blesses the earth. Fruitfulness is the result of divine visitation.
Mission Connection: The Church prays for the Lord’s merciful visitation—that He would prepare hearts, empower pastors, and bring joy in the harvest.
Prayer Theme: Lord, as You water the earth and make it fruitful, send forth Your Word in Utah and throughout our District, that many may hear, believe, and rejoice in Christ.
Romans 8:12–17 — "You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons"
Mission is rooted in identity. We are God’s children—redeemed, free, and heirs with Christ.
Mission Connection: Mission is not driven by institutional pressure but by our identity as the children of God. We desire others to know and share in this same family of faith.
Preaching Insight: Utah Mission Sunday is not about “those” churches “over there.” It’s about the household of faith: our family in Christ.
Key Line: Their mission field is part of the work we share as children and heirs of God.
Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 — "A Sower went out to sow"
Jesus’ parable gives a vivid image of mission. The seed—the Word—is sown freely and abundantly.
Mission Connection: The Church is not tasked with controlling results. Our calling is to sow generously. The harvest belongs to God.
Preaching Insight: Even when fruit seems scarce, the promise stands: where the Word is sown, God brings forth life.
Key Line: The Sower does not stop sowing because some soil is hard. He sows because the seed is good and the harvest belongs to God.
Suggested Sermon Outline
Title: The Word Does Not Return Empty
Text: Isaiah 55:10–13 (with Matthew 13 as the Gospel connection)
I. The Lord Sends His Word
God’s Word is active and purposeful- creating, calling, forgiving, and giving life.
II. Christ sows through the Church What He Supplies – His Word
We do not invent the message. We faithfully scatter the seed He supplies—through preaching, mercy, prayer, and witness.
III. The Soil Is Not Ours to Control
Some reject. Some receive shallowly. Some are choked by worldly cares. Yet God’s promises remain sure; and He prepares the soil.  
IV. The Harvest Belongs to the Lord
Growth comes in God’s time. We pray, support, and trust that His Word will bear fruit.
V. We Support Because We Are Family
As children of God, we share one mission and one Lord. Utah’s mission is our mission.
Possible Law/Gospel Framework
Law: We measure mission by visible successes, convenience, or comfort, and grow indifferent when fruit is unseen.
Gospel: God sends forth His living Word—the Word of the cross and resurrection—which never returns empty.
Christ, the Seed, buried and raised, now gathers His people and brings forth an eternal harvest.
Suggested Prayer of the Church
Lord God, heavenly Father,
You send forth Your Word like rain upon the earth, and You promise it will not return empty. Bless the preaching of Your Word throughout our District, especially among our brothers and sisters in Utah.  Strengthen pastors, congregations, missionaries, and all who bear witness to Christ. Open ears to hear, hearts to believe, and hands to serve.  Make us faithful in prayer, generous in support, and joyful in Your mission;
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Bulletin Announcement
Utah Mission Sunday — July 12, 2026
Join congregations across the Rocky Mountain District as we pray for, encourage, and support our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout Utah. Currently two sites are in development for sending workers into the harvest –Moab and Salt Lake City.   
As the prophet Isaiah reminds us:
“God’s Word does not return to Him empty, but accomplishes the purpose for which He sends it.”
[image: ]Please remember Utah mission work in your prayers and consider supporting through the designated offering or giving link provided. 
Verbal Congregational Announcement
Today we join with congregations across our District in observing Utah Mission Sunday—a day to pray for, encourage, and support the mission of Christ’s Church in Utah. The readings today remind us that God’s Word is living and fruitful. The seed of the Gospel is still being sown. Please keep this mission work in your prayers and consider how you might support it.
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